The Migrants in Australia
argument used by himself, which is that at such receptions
he must meet the Protestant Archbishop of Melbourne,
and meet him on equal terms. He considers that the Catholic
Church cannot tolerate any other Christian Church, and
refuses therefore to be seen on the same platform and
at the same table as an equal of a Protestant Archbishop.
In his own conversations with me I never found him to
have anything else but a great admiration for Great Britain
to-day, and especially for the late King George, and I
know it is the impression of many people who know him
well that he would gladly bury the hatchet and join in
friendlier relations, were it not for the appalling publicity
that the Press would be certain to give to such a gesture,
and he feels that by doing so he would be letting down the
large numbers of elderly Irish Catholics to be found up
and down the country who are still bitter.
But his position is so prominent and his intellectual
standing so much higher than that of most other prominent
members of the Catholic Church, that he is unavoidably
looked 011 as the leader of Catholic thought. This is also
well known in Rome; and though I speak without any
authority, I believe that the Pope is unwilling to make
anybody else a cardinal in Australia, and yet feels that
Archbishop Mannix is not altogether suitable in view of
the Pope's great desire for Anglo-Irish friendship.
The next most outstanding man to Archbishop Mannix
is the Archbishop of Brisbane, Dr. Dubig. This most
cultured man is one of the most patriotically pro-British
of Australians. He makes a point of attending every one
of the Governor's functions and of doing all he can to
entertain British guests visiting Australia.
Whereas Archbishop Mannix refuses to leave his own